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During Christmas holidays, | went on a trip
to Tokyo with my family. We went there to have a
nice holiday. We stayed at a traditional Japanese
hotel for 6 days. It was very comfortable.

The first place we went to was a Tokyo park.
Anyone can have a sushi picnic in Shinjuku Gyoen
Park under the cherry blossom trees. The view
was very beautiful. We bought some Japanese
snacks there. The park was the biggest and most
popular public park in Tokyo.

Next, we went to Sensoji Temple, the oldest
Buddhist temple in Tokyo. While we were there,
we worshipped and wished for a better future.
The temple was huge and full of statues. Anyone
visiting Sensoji Temple should go to the souvenir
shops there. You can buy many traditional
Japanese goods.

We visited Tsukiji Fish Market in the morning
of Day 3. We ate a lot of Tuna sashimi and sushi.
The Tsukiji Fish Market is huge. You can see a
real wasabi vegetable there. Then, we walked
to Ginza from Tsukiji and had a fantastic ramen
lunch at Ippudo.

Our last stop was Tokyo Tower. We
went to the top of it, which was amazing!
Tokyo Tower is one of the most famous
sightseeing spots in the metropolis.

It was a nice trip. On Day 6, we flew
back to Hong Kong. We were so tired but
happy. If | visited Tokyo again, | would still
go to these famous attractions.

" s

How do you view a brighter future? Is it to follow your
dream or purchase a house to establish a sweet home with your
beloved? With property prices reaching dizzying heights in Hong
Kong, teenagers face a dilemma of either choosing a house or
their own dreams.

| agree that purchasing a house is regarded as a better
way to have a secure future for teenagers. Of course, if they are
determined enough to put all their efforts in saving money, there
shouldn’t be any problems to make their dream of owning a flat
come true. If however, they fail to do that, marrying someone
they love or giving birth to children becomes unachievable.
Hence, when teenagers graduate, the most pressing issue for
them would be seeking a prosperous job that pays for monthly
mortgage payments on a property.

This begets a question. After all, how difficult is it to
purchase a property? With the average salary of a fresh graduate
from secondary school about $12000 to $ 18000; and $15000-
$30000 for those who graduate from university, it is still hard
to pay monthly mortgage payments with this salary range.
According to 14™ annual Demographia Survey of 2017, the
average home prices are 6.2 million HKD in Hong Kong. It shows
that Hong Kong is among the most difficult places to buy a flat

in the whole world. Are we really willing to be a ‘brick slave’

throughout our lives?

Inadvertently, the government should show keen concern
about the housing problem in Hong Kong. However, the current
measures are not enough to help the youth. The constraint is
largely due to the shortage of land and lack of will for developing
resident-friendly housing policies. Singapore and Hong Kong are
similar in economy. But in Singapore, the government policies
are supportive of teenagers for purchasing a property, including
providing funds for mortgage payments. In comparison to
Hong Kong, about 90% of Singaporeans own their property. In
contrast, even having surplus budget does not motivate Hong
Kong government to implement effective and affordable housing
for teenagers.

To reinforce the message, Hong Kong government should
try to balance the mismatch of resources allocation so our youth
can have a brighter future to look forward to.

Over the past four years at Ho Dao College, | have met
many different teachers. One of them, Mr. Wong, is my favourite
teacher. To me, Mr. Wong is the best teacher who influences me a
lot. Therefore, he is surely my hero.

When | first met him in Form One, | was overwhelmed by a
difficult examination. | was then so frustrated. When he knew
about it, he talked to me and comforted me. He advised me to
get rid of my sadness and work harder to get good results in the
next examination.

From then on, | threw out the bad mood and started working
much harder. With a lot of efforts that | put in for preparing for
the next examination, | finally passed. | felt very pleased and
immediately shared my joy with Mr. Wong. He was so pleased
because of my positive attitude and my exceptional results.

Since then, whenever | have difficulties, | ask Mr. Wong
for help. He is a good listener and he is always willing to give
me a hand to deal with my problems. With his help, | can solve
the problems confidently and successfully. So | am extremely
grateful to him for his help, support and advice.

Mr. Wong is not only an exemplary teacher, but also my
school hero.

" mummnag

Housing problem conjures hot debate in Hong Kong.
Hongkongers are known to have been working hard to own
their houses throughout their lifetimes. For us teenagers, who
are going to face housing problems soon, we have to take into
consideration the choice of following in our parents’ footsteps,
or not. Will we have a better future by purchasing a house? What
will our future lives in Hong Kong be and can we guarantee a
financially stable life without owning any property?

Undeniably, having a property is assuring, in dire times
of unemployment we don’t have to worry about monthly rent.
Correspondingly, it is more cost-effective if we own a house.
According to Rating and Valuation Department’s Property
Market Statistics, the average rents by class in 2017 were $452/
m2 and the average buying price by class was $158328/m2. In
hypothesis, for a 40 square meter house one needs to pay about
HKD 20,000 per year or 13 million for 60 years for renting as
opposed to 6.3 million for purchasing that same house at an
average 5% interest rate per year. Thus, owning a property is
definitely more economical than renting in the long run.

In addition, property market has a huge possibility of
appreciation in Hong Kong. With many creative and talented
teenagers likely to start their own undertakings, this property
investment could help them secure financial leverages. Hence,
teenagers could experience less economic pressures if they own
a house before marriage or starting a new family.

Unquestionably, buying a house in Hong Kong is a difficult
target to achieve. According to 14th Annual Demographia
International Housing Affordability Survey in 2018, Hong Kong
has the least affordable housing for the eighth straight year with
a median multiple of 19.4. It also means Hong Kong has become
the hardest cities in the world to buy a house. The household
which has 3.19 million income per year needs 19.4 years to buy a
property without any added expenses, even for food.

In reality, most of the graduates do not earn over twenty
thousand an income per month so it is an unrealistic dream for
teenagers to attain in 20 years. No teenager is willing to put
their valuable youth in being a slave to a property and tying
themselves down. For today’s dynamic teenagers, living without
the property ties and economic grunge gives them more freedom
so they can explore the world and challenge themselves. Having
a change of residence can be fun for some.

The definition of better future is different in everyone’s
mind. Purchasing houses is a way to get a stable life but not the
only way so just seize the day and enjoy the journey of life.

| have been studying at Ho Dao College for four years. | have
met numerous kinds of teachers. Some are nice, but some are
not. Among them, Miss Kung is the most exceptional teacher |
have ever met. It is fortunate to have her as my teacher. She is
my hero.

| first met her in Form 3. She was my class teacher and English
teacher. Now, she is still my English teacher. She is so amazing.
During her lessons, | never feel dull because of her keen voice. Also,
she sometimes tells us some jokes to make us laugh. | feel relaxed
to study in her class. | love her teaching methods too. She always
shares her experiences with us to broaden our horizons. That is why
she makes me fall in love with English language. Because of her, |
want to attain good results in English.

Besides, | appreciate her because of her efforts. She always
makes an effort to improve herself. She works very hard to
attend different advanced courses to better herself. She is my
role model.

| will never forget Miss Kung although | would graduate
from Ho Dao College soon. She will always be my school hero.

Nobody can replace her.

In today's times, the major concern of many teenagers who
will soon find themselves in the job market after graduating from
universities will be whether they could have their own piece of a
snail shell in this city cluttered with shoe-box housing. However,
is giving up quality life just for buying a house really the only
golden road to future happiness?

First of all, considering the sustained uptrend of property
prices in recent years, buying a house is a lucrative investment
for any Hong Kong graduate. According to Hong Kong Economy
Times, with a record increase of almost 49% in the private
property price index in the last four years from 206.1 to 306.6
in 2016, investment in property market has brought sustainable
valuation to buyers’ every dollar invested -- an opportunity that
Hong Kong graduates should not miss in view of gainful financial
prospects in Hong Kong. Coupled with statistics provided by
Hong Kong’s Rating and Valuation department, the rental index
in 2017 showed an upsurge of almost two-fold to 182.6 points
from 101.8 points in 2007. It divulges the fact that renting may
not be a viable long-term housing strategy for graduates.

Progressively with an appreciation in median monthly income
from main employment, graduates won’t experience economic
pressures as their salaries increase over time. Results of a recent
survey conducted by Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department
show the median monthly income in 2016 was ‘$15,500, up
visibly by 29.2% when compared to $12,000 in 2011, with strong
expectations of such rises in the future. Coupled with mortgage
periods of 20-30 years, most graduates by the age of 50 may live-
off comfortably in their own homes after retirement. Thus, buying a
house early seems like an astute decision.

Unfortunately, the reality of amassing down payments of
millions of dollars for an average-sized home is a bitter pill to
swallow. Taking into account inflation changes historically from
2011- 2016, the increase in median monthly income was only 9.5%
in real terms which makes it tough for graduates to pay mortgages
on homes in addition to past student loans. For the last 7 years
Hong Kong has topped ratings for the middle income housing
unaffordability in comparison to 406 cities around the world,
according to Demographia International Survey 2017; and it would
take 18 years for a graduate without sparing expenses for food to
afford a 500 sq. ft. property in Hong Kong. Henceforward, living
in temporary homes such as OPod Tube Housing, Capsule Pods or
partitioned apartments of 100 sq. ft. may be the only option left
for most graduates; making it unbearably harder to raise a family in
such tiny spaces in the future.

In conclusion, buying a house may be a decent retirement
prospect but the risk of the property bubble bursting similar
to the one in 1997 cannot be ignored. What's behind bigger
revenues are unexpectedly greater economic, social and mental
health risks of Hong Kong residents with shrinking living spaces.
Therefore, balancing one’s economic conditions with stress-free
lifestyle before adding a burden of buying a house is the silver
shoe that graduates should wear.




KELET - BRMNE  ERRE S REKRE—EFALT  OX
PEIALEPREENAE— THEXER, - BESESZE 0
=R T BAEESH  BAEERENERERE R

BAE/\PREI > AMERR  —E=NBFAHENER  5—
BRPEFARENEZD  ARRAES—EHET - AABEmNT 2
TEARGECHT iR BEMERHE -

BRENAEDEN—ER  EEAXBZNEE  £ECHD
SEREERER  EES—2—WAIFANAH - ETSENEG
RFF - HEEEWPERR ? RREEEATE 7 ERERIEEER
B2 HEBBHAR & ERHE2ENNALHWREEZNE T -
BAIRZRIZ ~ 18~ It~ & - #ER—(EANSEASHEAD - BHAE
REOZERB— 2 —WRESEL - EEEATEER - AIREEH
HRZEBMAEFES  RERIERAR  AE—IIEHNET -

AT RAMREER  ZREG—MARSREAR—MER - &
BREBEBINEET DMENHE - BESARMAE - R - Al
ET -HECARAZENNE » ERERTER - BAMEER
TR BEREE  RegERECAFEnE - RIEMNSE -

ANERIFTEREE - Bl Y RERDARELR > eEABCH
RBH SHREAENE—EHEE TER © 2 THRE - HEHEZ
WBNBE  ER—ERRNCEER  HERIEFRE - TORR
REEEECEREN -

EARNKE > ERBA2REER B EEEEMEFHLEMA
B BHBABEER  ERKHRNARETE  IBAZRED
REARSHFERAM - BRRNTE  FIUAMUBRLE 2
R IS TY - BT AE 0 REBEEFERS  RE
REALIFHARET » BWOR  MREDIRELEEH » £5
RE - ERT T ATNAE - BREFLEMKER ? ERRBINES
A > AREE—EAMER -

BRRETHEXEARMMER 8 UBEH+2REEK  BR
BEA ERAWERT  WIREHRERIKENREE - BESUR
ARERERE  EREMATERT KB RAFBREZAT
EEAR  URIZRBE | TENEMNED  ARBEHE R
ZH0F | REBEEAFEREENSS  VEREFLHER
M BERIDRBEANEH—HBER - REOZHRK  BREHE
FiE o sErE—H | TREEMNOENARERNRRIE? o &
3 THARERTAE  ERAEBCERTRANE S » BIE
SRR PEERUASS RO !

AARBBRERI KRB BE—R > HHREERT |

BREN  mHSEEH -

BEFRFR  SRBREREETDSHBABR  LPER
B -

ERREKERBELCBNHEEKELTRY  BENEE
NERCERTBENES  BROTREEHENEREZEES
BARITICHIRE » BREBLPENALAMEFEY - - B2ER
ZFENRR  ODPREAZHNRE - BEZHRRN

R LNEE > BREERRZABRNLEZE - HBRE
BERKRBRELE  ARTERM - 2R - MRBHABRRE 5
BRI OBEHEEEER - AMA » AREBEHENA
IR - RREEEL  WERTHEAZN

N BEREEENER B MEE - EHIMEHERER
BT R PIOMLRERZHEKN > AHE - RIBABEERMNE
BERNBELR - ERRENEEENREAIN  BAKERS
B LFAER @ EAAE - MERERE—UEET  thRAE
R AN - BRAEERBETE » SauEs BRHE -

NERREBREEBMEEY  AAZBRTEIIBRENER
0 - B EEIEE R LS NS - BARRMMALR M EKEER
0?7 SREESR ? ERNHE  ARNEE MRS o MIERA
SREHE > ME—— MO ARBEEILHE  EHOBRNE
REENRA—K - ERFAIMERERAS Y 5 - thih&E
BFAGRK EEAR—LEENRAMSEREATA - BARE
R BN BB R AT RO A B R ERR ST FTLUE B — ARIBAEREEITIVE
REEEEET - RS2 T ABK -

BEEMOR  BREECKETHS - TEAMSHERETR
BRAEE © 7% HIRmENE RRABEAR  HELNANRS
TRZ  BHREEEEHHHINRS - EML - HRSHER
EREISRAE AT |

RRE > BHEBTKAEERERN  HWESTRAMTES
- EAS BB ABLERNRE - #AWBRA - FTHEDR
% BEREEEEAIRE Y MLIZE § #E EMABRRSE
2B ASERTREY  BE[E  AMREZBEEEY  RE—#
M MRS - AFBIREYRET FBEORT  BER
RSARERRT - - B INE  BRAREIEEHERSE
AL EENAMRZERR -

MBI RRE R A - BRFEIEENRELI NGRS E
— XA o BRLA - BREE - AR - HEERELE - BRE
BRI EENEIE  h—RAERT -

>
3

B—R HRBRAER -

B

BAFH : THEM ERLERE  ENAZT BERTHE - |
=W - BEN L FEXMNEEN  Fre URNEE - &EFRA
H—EEREMECHE  AEZHRTNESR -

FELARSRE  BREEEFR,  EOFFARTESDY
BERER  MEBEBRZERMN  MAGES  URESBERRERK
# > FREMBECERR  ZFR - BNABRBR—FERS RN
MER - BRE - IR E R - MANASZHBRIMT - B
EREY » RETRLT - BERE - BBE  BERRERBN
B - MR AEHRN  BREZIESSE  AIIURRANRE - 2E
BENA > EEMNERRY  MEERFHIA - DEMOAZK
e At - EmEPMESRE ? HEZRE A T aERAlE —fRE
RIBLORYER

AETRAME - FREMEFEL—GRENBEESECHE
B - WRBRE RS BIT LNEE  EESBIIEHE  BET
HFIE0Es - MAMEMNERRARER - REKER - #EETX
RAZBEHENEO B PRRE - TRER - EEEBED - HARE
EfTHY MEATZXTLENES EXTRREBRENE
i BEEM - BRAEBARRZRAMBECERFAR  BEFRRK
PITNEROE FRA LRERE  BIEEE - B0 A REFA
HIER - AARDRBREERBIA -

RERKRBES  BRAERS  BESEREAFTZERX
A ERESERMAENEES > KR RRTERRABTES
HOER - BB T A —ERENE  ERERMNREE  —5—5i
£ RENAME  SRRMTALEERS BRI
RRBRZINIRETER N —#

BT BWE - RAIH—REIFTRBNERTREIESE R
FEEEMANKR  BEFZECHNBN  MPAAR—H—IH
EE 0 MEFSERANZREAMY - BRABRTNERF  HE=
ZEEHENENR - FrBMEEKHEAR T EEERT -

=N MW EARRE  EMAZT  MERTE - ALK MAFER
TROER - —F—MWE - SAEAIE— R EZ BRI - ZRH

R REARNES |
5C BAR

BAR THERSHEY  ARBHEERR -
REENEERERL?

HFERKY ? BNRRRME ? BATEHER  ROFE
ABERIZE  AEEAS : TAIRRYEEE - | 5AHKRE
BT FERAFMENED  BINLFELERRRE  EEL—1)
HEER -

—ERARNEHARMA—EL ISR TRAR—MAENA
EARZH 0 AR—ERSENARNEEERASHMIGRER
ERARELAREKEEFE ENED - AIEREHEMER
B — RS MBERSEEHREENIR - BRINZBIA B
ERLEGRRER BE "AE, dEf2fERT - AtHE—F
HAEEREE -

R BMIT R AR B8 - LENFRBHEIERES A
Bt - MRBRE—FUEHLEER—FA  ZEFE - RERE
EACERERBHE S - BIH 2R ORI A 8 - WA RIKERR
RINRTARE FILLUKR ASHERER  EmitEFRENA
HEBEEORMMMHOKE - BLEREEEREMRA  F2&
HCEM—BEARZRZEMBETN  RELUBKREINE - EEE
U E NS RARBREE SR - BB LB RS A B
H75% - REBADR - REERENRBRRT MR HERAD
EDAHIKE A - AIRAERBRAIERHKKA# - FELBEEHH
BATHEATEREE -

MESBAIMARERZIEBYE KT H P B TTRAE
8 REUEBERERN  RREE - BECANERE ARBEY
HANERLET  SEEEERNFTEYE > UFRXREE
R BB HEEET BATHARACHAT  FARfEftz
BIfERB ABBENE @ EEIr LR BRIAER - EXB LR
REEEHCRBRER  ERERAENBHREEHMRINN—E
IBRR - EBRFRAABUERSNEY - ARBRAIFHLEEA
BE BEREIRTETRBNAM  BRTS—HK "E8, -
BAMMBRRER  MRZHE - REAFSERENBEBEEL  AIF
MAES  RBEREREHAS - KERARENR

BAGR . "TERIENAMRRZRZ MERKECERE
B HMWEEARMGET - MREE ? , EXBRIFRREEIE
ARMET @ BEAERLERALER K88 UFERRE
=AW RMEAZREESRHEN  SANAEEECHETL?
BAFFAABRERMAER S  BERRMERIBEZBIL
EENERRANAIRERF—MAT AL EHENERE - B
ERINTFRRETE—]E - TR SEBEVT -

AIER—ERE  MBELRRENSIE  BRIRMAZEL
ARSI ENRE - ZERE - ABAIRN LEE S 68— 2R
BB RE - i EFTANERBELAS DT TR TEAE @ &l
AR - RITHRE - ATFEBRAE ©

TEEREIA

72
Z 18

REZH  AEZ%E  BEREREN T
RABMAEZREE - KRAWRRRN  EAE
EABLERNHE RER - HEEA TR
ARBHE ) - EXREABKE  HALQIELEED
MSREER B R BIRIE - FREIFRRRAE » &
PIREREKE - FREZHNETIRARY - BIEL
B ZBBPBERAERTRENORZE
£ -

NEERNE S BSMHPRZE "KE,
MEF  HHRKEREREARBRAGEN—K
2k - ER 0 RAILERBEBENEY  F
i AIBRODMMNFHAET - MALE—E
ARAHAARENRFNES - EHEHBTFE
BT ASRRERMHN—Z - —ELE —&
R > FEENFERREEFLETHAER
fA - BMXERBILRICENERA > HH—
FeRE 0 O BEESER -

A BABAREFLSZTNEAS
BEIRARN - BRAK  BMRERNES
W R REmKRE B2 MR/ NEES
M RRAME T RAEMNANERE - BFRRRAR
REBS T ER - KENRAEDEIRSRL
REZ - BMERRTBRE » AR T8R,
" F B EERELMUERRE D RIACEH
MBS © FER » B —RNEERMKENBR -
WA - A ESESERERAL °

—RRREE R - ANE BIRRR o BMID
AMRTERHFENOTE - EEN—RHERT
EHE HEmBREER - mRBMNEFE
BAEESKA LB AERRENT - AI2E
WER - JENEAREREERT  BAT —5
BB BREERLEEDRDRHRD - E= BRI
BREDRERKE  BREFER—HK?

R T RELERE  RIGERISAFER @ & ERETHIE -

RIEE - BETAME -

EREREIMRREEAGPFENNELR  FTEEEH
RBEBE—WEBR NS AWBETEEE - BERLENT * K¥
SRR PNERER ETRE  ZARAR  RALBILERRIK - 8
B RERMREBES - N EBRARRENMESEE
FRRBEFEMRRE - FLHA > KREARAK - EEEE > HiE
FER—ERF 8 BRENHENENEN—DHEE &
fF-BEBE—K-

MR B — AR |

RAEEHEFNFNEARE - ERESRNAE - KHESSL
% FAEBEREL -

HERBLUK - KFIRE BRFEOEER - A2ECREHMMA - &
it - HRFIRERENEE L - AEERXREBENE -
BRIABEEFRIERENER - BMEGTAEREG » XXM
Y REEF

TSR RKEREHE  THAE  EREBHRET
BT - RAINM - REE LRBNRANR CERBIEA - REE
BHMEIGERRIRS - ERREI LR £ 2R CARRRE
& - ERERREDEERRLE  BREAGA—K?

B FHUEE - ANBEHRBAREAEY - ARERFE
KER ABEEEWY "BI5, B RnERARANEREE
MERTBZE-

RFANEPREZNRDIERE - BEET » B " EET
HAN » REEAEEIR - ) RFRFEES R - BERMAE
EZMEEFFEN—R - LIBERIE ? ARSI CHAEHE
ZAEHRIERRE - AE2IFRIREE -

E—R 0 RERERRNEERRALE - AIEFBRMNDH
HRZOMEB - A REKRBERBERFNN - IEL
SEBRTNABMBLE -

()

BRE®R (BN SEFEHEWME  E2+—8B81R1 A8
PR - £ TRTREM  BRESUR2ERERER
BT R TEAR  RREBT RN
B FHEEAR o TattE BB Email@hodao.eduhk - B T
Em%ts,  BisHEA108288 « B4 WEREESLA
WE TR BIEBARAE © http://www.hodao.edu.hk

B - ZERRE » FEERE
RS~ EEBELD

BEEBED  RIBER

s -




