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Self-introduction

| was born and raised in Canada. After studying for a business
degree at the University of British Columbia (in Vancouver), | worked as
an accountant. | then moved to Beijing for one year to teach business
subjects to Chinese students. Then | moved to Hong Kong, where |
have now been for four years.

Since I've been in Asia, I've travelled in China, Vietnam, Korea,
Thailand, Taiwan and Japan.

= | love doing active

things! My favourite sports

l are dodgeball, volleyball

and basketball. | also play a

little piano and enjoy salsa
dancing.

‘ I’'ve had a great time

f over the past few months,

sharing laughs with you

Ho-Dao-ians. I’m looking

forward to getting to know

all Ho Dao-ians - students,

teachers and staff!

Eric Yau

- -

Book: Review) by) Eric; Yau ]

The book | have read is The Hunger Games. It is a science-fiction
book written by Suzanne Collins.

The book takes place in a future where the government randomly
chooses teenagers to fight to the death in an annual competition called
“The Hunger Games”. As you can
imagine, it's a very emotional book.

My favourite character in the
story is Katniss. She shows us that
to succeed in The Hunger Games
requires more than just strength and
a killer instinct.

| enjoyed this book because it
allowed me to enjoy the movie even
more!

| recommend this book to
everyone who has seen (or is
thinking about seeing) the movie(s).
It's an enjoyable way to improve your
English!
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Is ‘smart’ card scheme beneficial for us?

Name: Chow Pui Kwan (3) Class: 6C 1

Recently, our school is considering implementing a student smart card scheme. It has many
functions such as attendance monitoring, electronic payment and contact details. Albeit it seems to -

have many benefits, there are many disadvantages.

Granted, the student smart card scheme can promote an environmentally friendly school since it
keeps exam grades, and therefore, no more hard copies are needed. The scheme can save a lot of :
paper. It also educates our students about the importance of environmental protection. Furthermore, it
is no doubt that the student smart card brings us a lot of convenience. We don’t need to bring student :
handbook and cash because of the attendance monitoring functions and electronic payment. The
student smart card furnishes school with comprehensive technical support. By doing so, it makes the
school run more efficiently. Thus, it is patently true that the student smart card scheme is advantageous

to the environment, students and the school.

However, this scheme inevitably leads to a multitude of privacy problems and may jeopardize the :
interests of students. The student smart card involves too much information of students. If they lose the
. card, it will pose many undesirable consequences which you can’t imagine. For instance, someone may :
steal the personal information and ensnare you in some illegal matters. If students have much money in the :
: card, it will bring tremendous damage to their finances. In addition, it will make students’ details vulnerable
- to theft or identity fraud. Not only does this scheme spoil the interests of students, but also undermines the :
student’s confidence in our school. If this scheme is implemented, students may think that school puts their
. own ease of operation first rather than students’ best interest. It may trigger off negative emotions among :

- students and affect harmony of the school.
To recapitulate, on the one hand, the student smart card scheme brings convenience to students,

. but on the other hand, it causes privacy problems and has a detriment to students’ interests. For the

'-. sake of the students, our school needs to consult sufficiently before implementing this scheme.

A speech on using video game consoles to teach Primary students English

Name: Chung Yuen Wai (4) Class: 6D

Date: 17th October, 2016 :

Good morning, teachers. Thank you for attending this speech. My name is Chris Wong and | am
. the chairperson of the school’s Computer Club. Our school is currently considering using video game :
. consoles to teach primary students English. The children are delighted at the prospect, but not all of
the teachers are convinced it is a good idea. So today, | am going to outline the pros and cons of using :

. game consoles in language education.

Let me talk about the benefits of using game consoles in language education first. Using game
consoles in language education is an innovative way to motivate students to learn English. If our school :
. starts using game consoles in language education, our students will not focus on boring textbooks
anymore. And as it is an innovative method, our students will be more likely to pay attention to the :
: lessons. Moreover, it is good for students who are not interested in learning. If our school starts using -
. game consoles in language education, the students will find the enjoyment of learning languages. It is
an enjoyable and useful activity for those students who only have very short attention span, like 10-15 :
. minutes, to learn English in a fun way. It can also let them pay more attention to the language features

they are learning.

Although there are some benefits of this innovative method, there are also a lot of drawbacks of :

. using game consoles in language education.

First, using game consoles in language education may lead to the lack of social interaction in the
classroom. What is the main reason for learning a language? It is to communicate with others. So how
. can you learn a language without using it to communicate with others? The main point is that most of
us are learning English through interaction and exchanging ideas, but these students can only learn :
. the language through the game consoles. How can they talk to others in the future? Furthermore,
there are not many opportunities for students to develop their language skills if they keep using game :
. consoles to learn a language. We need to learn and use so many skills such as reading skills, writing
skills, listening skills and speaking skills when we are learning a language. Sometimes, we need to use
. all of these skills. Students can improve reading skills and listening skills, but how can they practise -
. writing and speaking skills? Can they talk to the characters in the game? No, they cannot! So this is
one of the disadvantages of using game consoles in language education. Perhaps some teachers may :
. think that there is one more advantage of using game consoles in language education — the students
can use the dialogue among characters in the video games to learn spoken English in casual contexts. :
. Nonetheless, can spoken English be used under any occasions? Is it the only way for students to learn
spoken English? Absolutely not! Actually, we can learn spoken English in many different ways, like :
. watching television programmes, YouTube and so on and so forth. But what will happen if we use the
. time during the lessons to teach the students spoken English? Obviously, they will lose the chance to :

learn some useful skills which can help them in their future employment.

In conclusion, | believe that the drawbacks of using game consoles in language education
- outweigh the benefits. Therefore, | do not think that using video game consoles is a good idea to teach :

primary students English. | hope our school will take my suggestions into account.

Thank you very much for listening.
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Name: Jim Man Yan (5) Class: 5D -
Pokemon Go is an app using map location and AR technology to allow players to hunt for cute

monsters in real world places such as parks, subways and buildings. The developer also urges users .
. to put on their shoes, step outside and explore the world alongside with Pokemon Go. .

Officially, Pokemon has had over 20-year history. Both children and their parents have become so

familiar with the game and characters. Since its launch in Hong Kong in July, Pokemon has attracted :
. tens of thousands of people immediately. Why is it so popular? In my opinion, the main reason may not -
. only be the provision of a chance for trainers to revisit their childhood’s memories, but also that it gives
them a new experience to use the technology.

Although | am not a big fan of Pokemon, | am still trying to play this blockbuster game. Once, | -

. went to Tin Sau Park with my friends. | was shocked to see about 500 people flicking their fingers
on the phone. However, those players are extremely kind because they will tell you where you can
. capture some special monsters and even yell something supportive, like “fighting for all trainers!”

Without doubt, the game makes people go crazy but it may teach everybody how to communicate

. with others and share happiness beyond themselves. Therefore, maybe it is the best way for you to :
* mend the relationship with friends or family, and create a better community for everyone.

Name: Zhao Yu Ying, Raina (13) Class: 5D °
| glared at the floor as if my anger was scrubbing off roughly. Chris was tiptoeing quietly and :

scouring his desk. Nobody was here except the two of us. The classroom was in complete silence.
. Something seemed to happen underneath and became more and more serious.

Chris and | are the best friends without doubt. He is my buddy. We have become the best friends :

since our childhood. | still remembered the first time when | met him was at a playground. | was 5
. years old at that time. There were some children playing a trick on me and | fell down on the ground. :
All of them laughed at me. | felt so sad and helpless, but Chris suddenly came to me and lent me a
. helping hand. He rebuked those children angrily and told them to get away. We became friends since :
then. We had some common topics to talk about and share, like sports, idols, music and so on. We :
. both like music. So when we were in a high school, we set up a music band called ‘Black Leaves’ and
. invited two more members who were also enthusiastic about music to join in. We had tried hard and
practised all the time. We participated in many competitions and won numerous prizes. Life seemed to
. be fine, but something changed one day.

Our music band took part in a contest. However, it was just a month away. We all surely needed

to practise more often since we all wanted to do the best in the contest. | found that Chris had become
. so strange. He started to be late for the band’s practice and then sometimes he even failed to show
up. Every time | saw him, he was so tired. He had never been like this before. | wanted to ask him but | A
. hardly had any chances. :

On the day of the contest, we all prepared to go on stage, but Chris didn’t come. | felt so angry

and disappointed. It came as no surprise, our music band lost at the qualifications round of the contest -
: because the rules had stated that every band should have a complete group of members. The next
. day, | went into the classroom and | saw that Chris was sitting on his chair. | rushed to him and started :
* yelling to him. .

‘What the hell were you doing? Why didn’t you come yesterday?’ My ears turned bright red. Chris

. still did not say anything. He just sat quietly over there. ‘That's all your fault! Because of you, our band :
. lost the chance to advance in the contest!’ | roared to him. .

He moved slightly to look at me and said, ‘My fault? Yes, that’s all my fault. | feel so sorry

. about yesterday. But you know, you were just so selfish. You only care about yourself and the :
- prizes. Are you going to realize your fault one day? | think it's not possible!” Chris snarled back and
. his voice rose slightly.

‘What? Go to the hell, Chris! You're such a ‘good’ buddy. | don’t want to see you again!’ | scolded

him angrily and furiously left the classroom.

After that day, | had a falling out with Chris. He refused to talk to me. | also did not want to say -

. anything about him. Life changed. | went to school or home alone since Chris and | were not as close
as before. Originally, | felt so angry. But | started to feel a little bit lonely and sad in the next few days. -
. Before that, | had a good friend to talk to. We could share mutual interests. When | saw Chris became
- so weird and cold, | was really disappointed. Nevertheless, | regretted deep down in my heart when | :
found that the reason why Chris could not come that day. Chris’s grandfather was sick one month ago
and passed away that day. | realized that was all my fault, but it seemed too late for regrets.

One day after school, | came to Chris’s seat and apologized to him sincerely, ‘Chris, | am sorry. | :

have been really stupid. You're right! | am so selfish. As your friend, | do not care about you and help
. you to solve the problem. | am just the worst friend around the world. | know | do not deserve being :
- forgiven. .

‘Well, you're really such a bad friend’ Chris said, ‘But, | am the most generous friend around the

. world though. | have decided to forgive you. | am sorry too, because | was also wrong.’

| felt so surprised and smiled at him.
Chris patted me on the shoulder and was pleased to say, ‘OK, my buddy. Let’s go practise music!’
True friendship is a rare treasure that needs to be cherished. A true friend is the one who brings :

out the best in a person. The lesson that | have learnt is that being brave to admit your mistakes is
. definitely the best way to fix a nearly-broken friendship.

B, SR ER P KE R E]
) BRACH) REEZN SHRNSH BEREE ALBE

St
AN
‘ ’
{00
Ny
08j

it i et v bt et ® e



